
Have you ever wanted to draw a landscape, street scene or even a 
view of a room but just did not know where to begin? 
 
The following will give you some ideas about a basic one-point 
perspective which is really a system we can follow to show an 
illusion of three-dimensional (3D) objects on a two dimensional 
space (2D) like your page (or any flat surface) 
 
For this exercise you will need some basic things you probably have 
at home to get you started; 
A 30cm ruler, an A4 sheet of paper, and a pencil or pen. Paint or 
your own choice of colour media optional. 



If we  imagine we are standing at the centre of the train track we will 
see this view and it will seem as if the track is vanishing into a point 
in the distance. This is called the v_________   p______? 
What else do you notice? 



horizon line 

train track 

sky 

ground 

 

Note the Horizon line is always straight and is parallel to the top and 
bottom of the page ( ie. the same distance apart) 

What would a low level horizon view look like here?  
Which would you see more of, the sky or the ground? 



In this composition the horizon line is exactly at eye-level that is half way 
between the top and bottom of the page, the sky and ground.  
Measure your page  in length and width find the half way mark of both 
measurements and divide both length and width by 2 to find out where to put 
the horizon line and where to put the vanishing point. Use centimetres on your 
ruler and start at 0. 
For example if the length your page is 30 cms, put the vanishing pint at ___ 
centimetres? 
If the width of the page is 20cms the Horizon line is at ___ centimetres? 
However the vanishing point does not always need to be n the middle as we will 
see later on. 

VP 



‘Hampstead Garden Suburb’ by William Radcliffe  c.1907  What view point 
is used here? Where is the horizon line and vanishing point? Are there 
more vanishing points in this composition? Where? https://www.tate.org.uk/ 
click on the link. 

https://www.tate.org.uk/
https://www.tate.org.uk/


The Avenue at Middelharnis by Meindert Hobbema (1689.) Where is 
the horizon  and vanishing point in this painting?  What else do you 
notice? https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/ (click on the link to take you there) 

https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/


How has the artist Edvard Munch used one-point 
perspective in this painting entitled ‘The Cry’? (Now in 
the National Gallery Oslo in Norway) painted in 1893 
https://www.nasjonalmuseet.no/ 
 

Background  
The space furthest 
from you 

Middle ground 
The space 
behind the 
foreground 

Foreground the 
space in the front 
of the image 
nearest to you 

https://www.nasjonalmuseet.no/


Compare these two studies of train 
tracks at a railway station. Where 
is the vanishing point in both 
drawings? 
Can you see how the artist in the 
second drawing has treated the 
tracks?  
Does it matter that the vanishing 
point is not always in the middle of 
the horizon line? Why? See ‘The 
Cry’ by Munch. Where did he place 
the vanishing point? 



 

When you look at things appearing to go back into the 
distance you will notice that they seem smaller in 
appearance, another word for that is to ‘diminish’. 
 
Try making something look larger in the foreground, then 
add something that looks smaller in the middle ground 
and finally something that looks very small or distant in 
the  background.  
You will need to position the middle ground and 
background things higher up on the page so that they 
seem to be diminishing in scale. (See the next illustration) 
 
Overlapping 
Things can appear to overlap or appear to cover parts of 
each other slightly. 
Can you find examples of this in the previous works of art 
you have seen here?  
These might give you ideas for a picture or composition of 
your own. 
  





Why not have a go at one point perspective drawing or 
painting yourself? 
 
It does not have to be complicated at all. 
 
Observation is the key to noticing how things look in 
reality, so observe your own environment around you in 
your home or local area and make sketches based on 
these. Why not bring these into school when it starts in 
September to show us what you did! 


